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GLOUCESTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
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Stated that the City has a 20th Century fleet of boats and that federal code going back to 1994 has limited the
fishing industry
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Ms. Wilkens explained that Innovate Gloucester would be hosting a Heat Pump Party on October 1, 2022.  She
stated that MassSave is offering new incentives and that this 
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Ms. Wilkens provided a brief overview of some of the incentives and services to take advantage of with
MassSave programs including a no-cost Home Energy Assessment.  She stated that the City is also partnering
with HomeWorks, which is a home performance contractor.  

Ms. Wilkens gave an overview of how to take advantage and sign up for the no-cost energy assessment.

Ms. Wilkens explained that starting October 19, 2022, there will be a door-knocking campaign to get the word
out regarding the free home energy assessments.  

Councilor Nolan thanked Ms. Wilkens for her presentation thus far and asked that she inform the Police
Department about the door-knocking campaign.  Councilor Gross suggested that Ms. Wilkens inform all
councilors of what ward the door-knockers would be in on a particular day, instead of just the specific ward
councilor. Mayor Verga stated that he has had two MassSave audits over the past thirty years and encouraged
everyone to request an audit even if one has been done before.  Councilor Margiotta also thanked Ms.
Wilkens for her informative presentation and stated that the MassSave programs are great.  Ms. Izabelle
Everwood from Home Works stated that there was a lot of interest in the programs during the Sidewalk
Bazaar.  She also welcomed councilors to feel free to email her feedback, good or bad, that is received from
constituents.  

Without objection, the Rules of Procedure were suspended to allow a member of the public, Olimpia
Palazzola, 57 Western Avenue, to speak.  Ms. Palazzola stated that she has had MassSave come to her home
in the past for an evaluation.  She asked what actions the door-knockers would be taking.  She also asked if an
ad could be placed in the newspaper to inform all residents who may not have listened to the meeting or seen
the information on social media.  Ms. Wilkens explained that the goal of the door-knocking would be to sign
residents up to schedule an assessment.  She reminded the public to never show a utility bill or give any account
numbers to anyone that knocks at their doors.  Ms. Wilkens stated that there will be an article in the Gloucester
Daily Times, as well as tables at events promoting the programs to help get the information disseminated.  
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2. Council President Val Gilman re: Compliance guidelines and timeline for multifamily zoning district
under Sec. 3A (MBTA communities)

Summary   of   Discussion:  Councilor Gilman asked the City Clerk to share slides from a presentation that was
part of the MBTA Communities Informational Webinar on September 8, 2022.  She stated that specific issues
regarding zoning would not be discussed and that this presentation is to offer a core understanding of the matter.

Councilor Gilman explained that the above slide showed the three relevant sections from the Zoning Act
(MGL Ch. 40A).  

Councilor Gilman gave a brief overview of the compliance timelines.  She stated that the City submitted the
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Councilor Gilman provided a brief overview of District Compliance.

Councilor Grow stated that the above information could be found on the City
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respective subcommittees working together to condense some of the staff time that is used for coming up with
solutions to these issues.  

Mayor Verga read the memo that he sent to the City Council referenced above.  He stated that the matter will
be referred to the City Council once his office has submitted the Action Plan, with input from P&D, the
Planning Board, as well as the public along the way.  

Q1. (Worthley):  Asked if these were guidelines or a mandate from the State on this issue.  Stated that
originally the guidelines came as 
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Q4. (Gross):  Asked Mayor Verga to clarify that the Action Plan does not need to be in place, but that a plan
just needs to be submitted.
A4. (Mayor Verga):  Stated that an Action Plan of how the plan will be achieved is what needs to be submitted
and that the plan does not actually need to be implemented on that date.
A4. (CAO):  Stated that the Action Plan submittal simply needs to be how the plan will be achieved, as well as
deadlines to achieve the plan.  She asked that all councilors review the Action Plan document that she sent via
email.  

Q5. (O
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CONSENT AGENDA:
�” CONFIRMATION OF REAPPOINTMENTS
�” MAYOR�¶S REPORT

1. Management Appointment
  Appointment of David Fields as Community Development Director (Refer O&A)

2. New Appointment
  Committee for the Arts Rebecca Nagle TTE 2/14/25 (Refer O&A)

3. Memorandum from DPW Director requesting acceptance of a Small-Scale Initiative Award from the MA Dept. of
  Environmental Protection             (Refer B&F)

4. Memorandum from Director of Elder Services requesting acceptance of donations in the amount of $3,665 (Refer B&F)
5. Memorandum from CFO requesting an amendment to the loan order request for the Magnolia Pier funding repairs from

  $1,150,000 to $1,541,350 (Refer B&F)
6.  Memorandum from CFO re: loan authorization request in the amount of $4.0 million from the DPW Director for funding

   water and sewer infrastructure repairs along Mt. Pleasant Avenue (Refer B&F)
7.  Memorandum from Fire Chief requesting acceptance of FEMA
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MOTION TO AMEND:  On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor Grow, the City
Council voted by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to amend the referral by removing the referral to
the Planning Board for CC#2022-024.  

Councilor Gilman explained that the referral of CC#2022-024 is now only to P&D with no actionable items
(other than the referral) for the purpose of developing a format of coming up with answers to the common
questions of the guidelines.  Councilor Grow added that this is an opportunity for the Council to take a deeper
dive into this matter.  Councilor Worthley stated that sending a matter to a Committee where there is not an
actionable item will confuse the public.  He stated that he will not be supporting the referral and that the vote
needed to be unanimous.  Councilor O
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Irene & Paul Clement $   200.00
Salvatore & Josephine Testaverde $     50.00
Salvatore & Josephine Testaverde $     50.00
Marjorie M. Melanson $     50.00
Sandra Murphy $     25.00
Michel Gaynor $     20.00
Athena McInnis $     50.00
Gloucester Lodge of Elks No. 891 $1,000.00
Hazel Ellis $     25.00
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total:   $1,495.00.

Summary of Discussion:  There was no additional discussion on this matter.

MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council
voted by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to accept cash donations, under MGL c. 44, 
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MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Gilman, seconded by Councilor Grow, the Planning & Development
Committee voted by ROLL 2 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 (O
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Q3. (Memhard):  Asked the Public Works Director to discuss the size of the roof at the Rose Baker Senior
Center.  Asked if he knew the square footage.
A3. (Hale):  Stated that he did not have the square footage with him at this time.  Stated that there is much
preparation and other work that goes into a rubber roof to ensure that the roof lasts for twenty years.

Q4. (Worthley):  Asked if the workmanship is guaranteed.
A4. (Hale):  Stated workmanship has a limited warranty and that the materials have a much longer warranty as
the manufacturer cannot guarantee the workmanship, but they can guarantee their product.

Q5. (Margiotta):  Asked if the rubber roof is needed for the building or is a rubber roof one type of roof that is
being explored.
A5. (Hale):  Stated that a membrane-style roof is needed as it is a flat roof and that it could be PVC or rubber.

Q6. (O
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that she has been on the Council on Aging Board for seven years and that the City, as a municipality,
needs to support the Rose Baker Senior Center.  

MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Memhard, seconded by Councilor Worthley, the City Council
voted by ROLL CALL 9 in favor, 0 opposed, to approve the loan order as follows:

Ordered: That the City of Gloucester appropriates Seven Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars
($735,000) to pay costs related to the replacement of the roof at the Rose Baker Senior Center and
other repairs as identified including costs incidental or related thereto. To meet this appropriation
the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under and
pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, or pursuant to any other enabling authority. The Mayor
and any other appropriate official of the city are authorized to apply for, accept and expend any
grants or gifts that may be available to the City to pay costs of the projects. Any premium received
by the City upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium
applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General
Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount.

Further Ordered: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the Municipal
Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any or all of the bonds
authorized by this order and to provide such information and execute such documents as the
Municipal Finance Oversight Board may require for these purposes.

2. PH2022-023:  Amend GCO Ch. 22 
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Prospect Street, southerly side, across from its intersection with Taylor Street, one space (in front of the
entrance of 133 Prospect Street).

Summary    of    Discussion:  Councilor Grow stated that the City Council needs to be cognizant about
eliminating parking spaces in an already congested area.  Councilor O
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�x Councilor Gilman stated she will be taking part in the Downtown Clean Up this coming Saturday and
will be tackling the areas next to the MAC Fitness Center.  She stated she will be at that location at
9:00 a.m. with yellow bags and welcomes anyone who wishes to join her.  

�x Councilor Gross reminded his fellow councilors to wear orange at the City Council meeting of
September 27, 2022, for Open Door Day and in honor of Combat Hunger Month.  Councilors Gross,
Grow and Margiotta offered to pick up t-shirts from the Open Door and deliver them to City Hall for
anyone who wants one.

�x Councilor Nolan stated that this Sunday, September 18, 2022, starting at 11:00 a.m. sharp is the
Fishbox Derby at Gorton




